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“WOODY ALLEN: A DOCUMENTARY”  
RELEASES FEBRUARY 14 TO RETAIL ON 2-DVD SET 

 
“WOODY ALLEN manages to astutely chronicle not only a career in film but to shed some 
light on the man behind the movies… there are plenty of moments when [Allen] seems at 

his most open and vulnerable.” – The Hollywood Reporter 
 

“In sum, you will see this legendarily private filmmaker up close and personal, charming 
and candid, and, yes, funny…a feast for all Woody fans and anyone else who is interested in 

a prolific, persistent artist’s creative world” – San Francisco Chronicle 
 
January 13, 2011 – New York, NY – In 2009, iconic writer, director, actor, comedian, and 
musician Woody Allen allowed his life and creative process to be documented on-camera 
for the first time. With this unprecedented access, Emmy®-winning, Oscar®-nominated 
filmmaker Robert Weide (Curb Your Enthusiasm) followed the notoriously private film 
legend for more than a year to create this ultimate film biography. 
 
Following a limited direct-to-consumer release timed to its premiere on PBS’s American 
Masters series in December 2011, WOODY ALLEN: A DOCUMENTARY releases on  
February 14 at retail as a full 2-disc DVD set featuring exclusive bonus material.  
 



WOODY ALLEN: A DOCUMENTARY chronicles the trajectory and longevity of Allen’s 
career: from his teenage years furnishing jokes for comics and publicists, his work in the 
1950s-60s as a TV scribe for Sid Caesar, standup comedian and frequent TV talk show 
guest, to a writer-director averaging one film each year for more than 40 years.  
 
Weide covers Allen’s earliest film work in Take the Money and Run, Bananas, Sleeper, 
and Love and Death; Oscar® favorites such as Annie Hall, Manhattan, Zelig, Broadway Danny 
Rose, Purple Rose of Cairo, Crimes and Misdemeanors, Husbands & Wives, Bullets Over 
Broadway, and Mighty Aphrodite; and his recent globetrotting phase with Match 
Point, Vicky Cristina Barcelona, and his latest critical and commercial success, Midnight in 
Paris. 
 
Exploring the quintessential independent filmmaker’s writing habits, casting and directing 
styles, and relationship with his actors, Weide traveled with Allen from the London set 
of You Will Meet a Tall Dark Stranger to the Cannes premiere of Midnight in Paris this past 
May. He also filmed Allen at home, in the editing room, and touring his childhood haunts in 
the Midwood section of Brooklyn. New interviews provide insight and backstory: actors 
Antonio Banderas, Josh Brolin, Penelope Cruz, John Cusack, Larry David, Mariel 
Hemingway, Scarlett Johansson, Julie Kavner, Diane Keaton, Martin Landau, Louise Lasser, 
Sean Penn, Tony Roberts, Chris Rock, Mira Sorvino, Naomi Watts, Dianne Wiest, and Owen 
Wilson; writing collaborators Marshall Brickman, Mickey Rose and Doug McGrath; 
cinematographers Gordon Willis and Vilmos Zsigmond; Allen’s sister Letty Aronson; 
longtime manager Jack Rollins; casting director Juliet Taylor; pals Dick Cavett and director 
Martin Scorsese; and others.  
 
WOODY ALLEN: A DOCUMENTARY also touches on Allen’s contributions as a writer for the 
theater and his humorous articles for The New Yorker, as well as his frequent moonlighting 
gig as a clarinet player with a New Orleans-style jazz band.  
 
WOODY ALLEN: A DOCUMENTARY is written, directed and produced by Robert Weide; 
Michael Peyser, Brett Ratner, Fisher Stevens, Erik Gordon, Andrew Karsch and Susan Lacy, 
executive producers; Karoliina Tuovinen, co-editor; Paul Cantelon, original music.  
 
About the Director: 
Robert Weide’s documentary films, chronicling iconic American comedians, include, The Marx 
Brothers in a Nutshell, The Great Standups, the Emmy-winning W.C. Fields Straight Up, Mort Sahl: 
The Loyal Opposition, and Lenny Bruce: Swear to Tell the Truth (another Emmy winner and Oscar 
nominee for Best Feature Documentary). In 1996, Weide wrote and produced the feature film 
Mother Night, based on the Kurt Vonnegut novel.  The film starred Nick Nolte, Alan Arkin, John 
Goodman, and Kirsten Dunst. In 1999, Weide produced and directed the HBO comedy special, Larry 
David: Curb Your Enthusiasm, which would serve as the springboard for the Golden Globe-winning 
series, Curb Your Enthusiasm, for which Weide served as principal director and Executive Producer 
for the first five seasons. He was Emmy-nominated for Outstanding Comedy Series and Outstanding 
Comedy Directing for four years running, winning the directing award during the third season, and 
was nominated for a DGA (Directors Guild of America) award during the fourth. He returned to the 
show during Season 8 to direct his 2012 DGA-nominated episode, Palestinian Chicken. 

 



WOODY ALLEN: A DOCUMENTARY   
Pricing:           $29.95 US 
Runtime:          195 mins. + extras 
Rating:   N/A 
Catalog #:   NNVG267011 
Language:   English 
Color:    Color 
Audio Format:   Dolby 5.1 and DTS Surround Sound 
Genre:    Documentary 
 

Bonus material includes Allen in Brooklyn reminiscing about his neighbors, dating and the 
local movie theater; Mariel Hemingway recounting Allen’s visit to rustic Idaho to meet her 
family after wrapping on Manhattan; the story behind Allen’s 1966 debut in The New 
Yorker; and a rapid-fire Q&A between Allen and director Robert Weide.   
 
About Docurama Films 
In 1999, NEW VIDEO launched Docurama Films® with the first feature documentary available on 
DVD: D.A. Pennebaker’s Bob Dylan: Dont Look Back. Twelve years and 300 award-winning, highly-
acclaimed documentary titles later, Docurama continues to discover and release the greatest non-
fiction films of our time while spreading the word about filmmakers who are taking the form to new 
heights.  Docurama’s catalog features an array of topics including the performing and visual arts, 
history, politics, the environment, ethnic and gender interests, and all-time favorites including The 
Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill, Andy Goldsworthy: Rivers and Tides and King Corn. Recent titles 
include the 2011 Oscar®-nominated film, Gasland, and the platform release of Hell and Back Again. 
www.docuramafilms.com  
 
About New Video 
Celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2011, New Video is a leading entertainment distributor and the 
largest aggregator of independent digital content worldwide. Headquartered in New York City, with 
an international presence in 45 territories, the company delivers feature films, TV programs and 
web originals via digital download, streaming media, video-on-demand, Blu-ray and DVD, and 
theatrical release. New Video streamlines the distribution and marketing process for filmmakers, 
producers and brand partners to bring a wide variety of fresh content to new audiences. The 
company’s library includes original TV series and movies from A+E® Home Entertainment, 
HISTORY™, and Lifetime®, unforgettable games and trophy sets from Major League Baseball®, 
storybook treasures from Scholastic®, award-winning documentaries from Docurama Films®, 
Arthouse Films, and Plexifilm, next-gen indies and web hits from Flatiron Film Company®, the best 
in Chinese cinema from China Lion, and festival picks from Tribeca Film. New Video is proud to 
distribute the 2011 Oscar®-nominated films Gasland, Waste Land and, on digital, Restrepo. 
www.newvideo.com. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Sommer Hixson; 646-259-4138; shixson@newvideo.com 
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